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fhould we fucceed in obtaining fuch article or articles, then you are hereby fully empowered to
sccede to the confederation,

‘That thefe our fentiments respe&ing. the confederation may be more publicly known, and more
explicitly and concifely declared, we have drawn up the annexed declaration, which we inftrud
you to lay before congrefs, to have'it printed, and to deliver to each of the delegates of the other
ftates in congrefs aflembled copics thereof, figned by yourfelves, or by fuch of you as may be
prefent at the time of the delivery, to the intent and purpofe that the copies aforefaid may be
communicated to our brethren of the United States, and the contents of the faid declaration
taken into their ferious and candid confideration. '

Laftly, we dcfire and inftru& you to move at a proper time, that thefe inftru&ions be read to
congrefs by their fecretary, and entered on the journals of congrefs. We have fpoken with free-
dom, as becomes freemen ; and we fincerely with, that thefe our reprefentations may make fucn
an imprefion on that aflembly, as to induce them earneftly to endeavour to fupprefs- the abufes
pointed out in the courfe of thefe infiruftions, and to make fuch addition to the articles of con-
federation, as may bring about a permanent union. '

Which were read the firft time and ordered to lic on the table.

The following meflage :

By the HOUSE of DELEGATES,
May it pleafe your honours, '

W K have agreed to your amendment for continuing the bill, entitled, An a& to prevent dif-
tilling grain into fpirit, until the firft day of July next, but have difagreed to your other amend-
ments, the effeét of which we take to be, that the a& fhall commenge on the 1oth of January,
liable to be fufpended by the governor and cauncil, unlefs fimilar laws pafs in the neighbouring
ftates befors thar time, ‘until twenty days after they have given notice that fuch laws have paffed
i all the faid ftates.  We do not incline to deprive our own peaple of any advantages they may
have by their induftry to raife money for defraying the taxes they are likely to be burthened with,
and therefore co not wifh to leave them in a ftate of incertainty, or that the a& fhould take place
to their prejudice, when our neighbours may leave themfelves at large by paffing no fuch laws.
We uie willing however to fhorten the time of notice from thirty to twenty days, in conformity
to the opinion your hanours entertain that twenty days is fufficicnt time for notice by proclama-
on. And the-bill may pafs for engroffing, if you agree that it fhall ftand as it now does as to

the commencement, changing the notice from thirty to twenty days, and having continuance to
the ficft of July next. ' : :

December 12, 1778.

’ By order, . . J. DUCKETT, cl ho. del.
Being prepared, was fent to the fenate by Mr. Brice and Mr. Norris. o
T'he amendments propofed to the bill to encreafe the allowance to'magiftrates, and for other

purpofes therein mentioned, were read, and the queftion was put; That the faid bill do pafs
with the amendments ? Refolved in the affirmative.

A FFIRMATTIVE

2 Sewell, Maccubbin, ~ Jackfon, Evans, Mafon, Chafe,
éThomas, H. Ridgely, Veazey, " Gibfon, - Keene, "~ Sprigg,
= Wilmer, Digges, - Ward, - -~ Bordley, . Potter, Bayly.
= Hall, Polk, - Job, - :
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= Mackall, Strawbridge, Gante, Quynnm, Bruff, M<Comas,
§Worzbingtod, Deye, - Bowie,: - - Brice, - © Bond," | Stainton,
E Harrifon, Stevenfon, Magruder, H.Gold{borough, Norris, ., Cramphin.
= Dent, : !

The bill was then ordered to be e'hgroﬂ'cd.. - L
Robert Golufborough, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr, Speaker the refolves of this morn-
ing, No¥, 2, 3, 4, 6, fever’all‘y endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, December 12, 1778: Read and

¢ affenced to. ‘
. , ¢ By order, - | R..RIDGELY, cl fen.”
And the refolve refpecting the allowance of forty fhillings, &c. per day, to each member of
the gencral affembly, thus endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, December 12, 1778 : Read and diffented to.
¢ By order, R R‘IDGLLY,VCI. fen.”
The houfe difpenfed with the rule refpe@ing new bufinefs, and on motion, leave giv_cn to
bring in @n additional {upplementary bill to the a&, entitled, An a& for the better fecurity of
the gavernment. ORDERED, That Mr, Chafe, Mr, Polk, Mr. Maddux, Mr. Hall, and Mr.
Thomas, do prepare and bring in the fame, . ' _ o
Charles Carroll, Barrifter, kfq; trom the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the following meflage:
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